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Loss of jobs and insurance
associated with unem-
ployment were reflected in the
annual free "Dental and Vis-
ual Clinic" as the number of
those in need was almost
double from last year.

The annual clinic provides
care at no charge to individu-
als who meet requirements set
for the clinic and to those who
are given appointment times
for care.

Local restaurants and motels
supported the program with
food for the volunteers and
overnight accommodations for
volunteers representing Re-
mote Area Medical, a Knox-
ville-based health care team that assisted with the clinic.

Dr. Craig Shepherd. who chaired the dental portion of this year's
event, said, "much-needed extractions,” were the primary dental
procedure accomplished in most instances.

According to Shepherd, participants had been waiting for months
to get the extractions or eye glasses. A few of them had waited
since last year's free clinic.

Visual examinations were done in advance in the offices of the
optometrists and ophthalmelogists in preparation for frame selec-
tion and fitting at the clinic. Drs. Brad Emde and Shelly Shaw
jointly chaired the visual part of the clinic. (Please see page 2 for
names of all the professionals who assisted with the clinic.)

The free annual event began in 1999 as a visual screening and
treatment clinic. The dental clinic was added the next year and
both have continued annually.

Shepherd expressed appreciation to the Foundation, and espe-
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Warking volunteers - dental clinic

Many people are troubled with balance problems. Loss of balance can be a contributing

Laughlin Memorial Hospital has introduced a new program to test and provide therapy for
those who are experiencing balance issues. The machine is called a BalanceMaster and it
helps in the diagnoses and treatment of restoring balance for those who thought there was no

According to Brian Cook, director of physical therapy at Laughlin, (shown in the photo on
the right) maintaining your balance requires the eyes. inner ears. muscles, and joints all coor-

Imbalance, dizziness, and difficulty in walking can be caused by aging, disease, medica-

Cook continued to say that older adults should not “just accept” the loss of their balance as
a part of growing older, but are encouraged to explore “balance retraining” therapy to regain

You might wish to discuss the New Balance Disorders Clinic at Laughlin Memorial Hospi-
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cially to Greeneville business-
man and philanthropist Scott
Niswonger and the Niswon-
ger family, for making the
event possible.

The clinic is supported by
funds from the Blanche W.
Grady Community Service
Award Endowment, a fund
within the Laughlin Health
Care Foundation.

The Blanche W. Grady
Community Service Award
was established with the
Laughlin Health Care Foun-
dation in 1996 by the Scott
Niswonger family to honor
Niswonger's mother, Sharon
Niswonger, and to recognize
their special friend, Blanche Grady.

NISWONGER COMMENTS

Niswonger said, "As reflected by economic times, the number of
individuals has almost doubled for the clinic this year. More than
ever, many people are unable to pay for needed dental and visual
cam.’l

He added, "We are blessed to live in a community where people
give so freely to help others.”

"To these health professionals, their staff assistants, Greene
County Health Department, Laughlin Health Care Foundation,
Remote Area Medical (RAM), and the many volunteers who make
this visual and dental clinic possible—we thank you."

Jackie Neas, RN, of the Greene County Health Department, and
Betty S. Weemes, director of the Laughlin Health Care Foundation,
expressed gratitude to Trinity Church for use of the facilities for this
valuable health-care mission.
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